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FOKEIGN  lISVvS  OU  APPLES 


ITOTES  PIT  rOREIGi:  APPLE  I.IARKETS 


Tho  following  connents  of  interest  to  Anorican  apple  ^^rowers 

and  exporters  have  been  receivod  fron  Mr.  Edwin  Snith,  the  Department's 

Fruit  Specialist  in  Europe: 

The  Continental  apple  inarkct 

Apple  prices  in  Rotterdan,  Hamburg  and  Copenhagen  h^ve  been 
very  Gat?sfactory  thus  far  (October  5).    It  is  early  for  the  Continental 
Tcarkct  to  come  into  play  and  this  augurs  ncll.    However,  considering 
the  condition  of  tho  crops  in  Europe,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 
Such  a  market  as  Copenhagen  ordirxarily  receives  liberal  supplies  of 
Dutch  apples,  as  well  as  fruit  from  all  sorts  of  sources  at  this  tine 
of  the  year,  such  as  Switzerland,  Luxomburg,  Czechoslovakia,  the  Tyrol, 
and  even  as  far  away  as  Rumania. 

Excepting  the  Dutch  apples,  which  are  packed  in  barrels,  many 
of  these  supplies  arrive  in  bulk  in  straw-lined  railway  cars.  At 
destination  the  apples  are  taken  out  and  put  in  ne\7  crates  lined  with 
craft  paper  and  holding  50  kilos  (110  pounds).    These  make  packages 
with  an  appearance  much  superior  to  the  bushel  basket. 

In  German  markets  those  bulk  supplies  are  frequently  handled  in 
returnable  baskets,  though  in  an  auction  market  like  Hamburg  the  crat- 
ing of  the  fruit  is  more  advantageous.      But  whether  it  be  in  Germany 
or  in  Denmark,  poor  crops  lessen  tho  supply  and  this  is  first  felt  in 
the  more  distant  markets. 

Although  strength  has  been  manifest  in  the  Hamburg  and  Copen- 
hagen markets,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  shipments  will  not  be  oxcossiva 
at  the  st.^rt.     So  mary  bo>.sd  apples  have  been  sold  to  Continental  buy- 
ers thr. 3  ysar  that  -po-^.^f^-.l};  do!  i.veries  will  have  some-  effect  upon  the 
normal  bu^-ing  demand  ux,  the  auctions.    Until  it  is  seen  how  much  effect 
this  has  upon  the  auction  markets,  it  will  be  well  not  to  force  too  much 
upon  then. 

Gjlinigs__.Golden  apples  in  Great  Britain 

This  variety  has  such  a  short  season  that  the  trade  forgets  about 
it  from  one  season  to  another.    This  is  especially  true  when  alternate 
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bearing  seasons  cause  it  to  be  present  in  very  snail  quantities  every 
other  year.    It  necessities  teaching  the  people  the  r.crits  cf  the 
apple  every  other  year  and,  as  a  consequonce,  the  first  t'.7o  or  three 
ueeks  see  scall  demnd  and  lo-.v  pricos  for  it  at  the  auction  sales. 
Then,  as  the  retailers  (i-any  of  ',7hon:  sell  it  for  "Yellow  lleutcvn") 
find  that  thqy  get  repeat  orders  for  the  apples,  they  she?  ncro  enthus- 
iasm for  the  variety,  and  this  is  finally  reflected  in  the  derr^and  cf 
'.wholesale  buyers  at  the  auctions. 

So  it  is  that  this  year  Grines  fared  badly  at  the  early  sales, 
but  are  now  in  good  deraand,  at  figures  approaching  York  Itq^erial  prices 
in  some  markets.    This  year  London  is  giving  Grimes  the  v^armest  welcome 
this  week  paying  from  50  cents  to  $1.00  per  barrel  mere  than  Liverpool. 
In  1926  Liverpool  absorbed  Grines  to  best  advantage.    I  think  that  this 
inconstant  regional  partiality  nay  be  due  to  the  condition  and  quality 
of  the  first  arrivals.    Give  a  r^irket  a  few  carloads  of  inferior  fruit 
at  the  outset,  and  a  variety  such  as  this  is  all  shipped  before  it  can 
redeem  itself  for  that  season. 

London  has  been  receiving  some  very  fresh,  bright  Grines,  full 
of  life  and  quality.    V?iien  cooled  down  as  soon  as  picked  and  packed  and 
refrigerated  across  the  Atlantic,  Grimee  Golden  from  Virginia  and  West 
Virginia  arrive  in  splendid  condition.     I  believe  British  markets  can  b 
taught  to  appreciate  the  Grices  if  the  variety  is  kept  constantly  on 
certain  inarkets  during  the  Fall  months  and  is  kept  there  in  uniformly 
good  condition.    Taxs  will  necessitate  giving  more  attention  to  refrig- 
eration than  has  been  given  in  the  past. 

Apple  denanda  in  Scotland 

One  of  the  outstanding  points  of  interest  on  a  recent  trip  to 
Scotland  was  the  grip  which  the  Delicious  appla  has  secured  during  rece 
years  on  the  favor  of  the  Scottish  people-    V.'hen  Scottish  wholesale 
merchants  are  asked  as  to. popular  varieties,  the  Delicious  is  always 
emiphatically  mentioned  along  with  Yellow  llewtown  and  Jonathan. 

Possibly  an  important  i  eason  why  the  Delicious  is  now  a  favorite 
in  Scotland  and  is  shown  no  partiality  in  England  lies  in  the  fact  that 
Hood  River  has  long  been  consigning  Delicious  to  Scottish  rarkets,  and, 
answering  the  general  size  demands  of  the  country,  has  seldom  sent  sizes 
smaller  than  175  to  Scotland.  England,  on  the  other  hand,  has  received 
large  quantities  of  216' s,  234' s,  and  252' s,  sizes  in  which  the  Delicious 
frequently  is  abnormally  developed  and  has  very  inferior  catily  quality. 

In  barreled  apples,  well-colored  York  Iiijpcrials  receive  first 
mention  among  Scottish  merchants.    Yellow  Newtowns  or  Albemarle  Pippins 
and  Rhode  Island  Greenings  are  other  varieties  which  are  always  popular, 
the  Rhode  Island  Greening  ranking  next  after  homo-grown  Bramloy  Seedling 
as  a  cooking  apple. 
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Scotland  makes  much  nore  of  tho  All  HallowG»en  footival  than 
England.    This  al\7ays  nakes  an  active  demand  for  rod  apples  up  until 
tho  first  of  llovenber.    There  usually  is  a  v7eakoning  in  deisand  after 
this  season. 

Glasgo\7  ronains  the  fecal  point  of  apple  supply  and  demand  in 
Scotland.    Ilerchants  in  Perth,  Abordoon  and  Edinburgh  go  to  tho  Glas- 
go\7  auction  sales  each  ',7eok,  see  the  cargoes  and  bid  on  the  lots  suit- 
able for  their  trade.    Infrequency  of  sailings  and  delay  in  transit 
have  caused  Leith  to  be  of  small  consequence  as  an  apple  port  to  Aber- 
deen and  Edinburgh.    T/hen  it  cones  to  Continental  fruits,  such  as  Dutch 
apples  and  grapes,  Belgian  pears,  German  plums,  etc.,  Leith,  ITewcastlo 
and  Hull  come  in  for  major  attention. 

The  bushel  basket      -  a  poor  export  package 

At  this  season  of  the  year  one  may  see,  hero  and  there,  cars  of 
miscellanoous  American  fruits  exported  to  Groat  Britain  in  bushel 
basksts.    Little  can  bo  heard  in  favor  of  this  package  and,  ftom  an  un- 
biased point  of  vie\7,  little  can  be  said  in  its  praise  as  it  arrives ^ 
over  here.     I  recently  interviewed  members  of  the  Scottish  (and  English) 
Go-operative  Vv'holesalo  Societies.     These  organizations  sell  to  hundreds 
of  co-oporative  retail  stores,  comparable  to  our  chain  stores,  handling 
as  they  do  all  lines  of  groceries,  fruit  and  vegetables-    But  ovon  these 
people  do  not  like  the  bushel  basket.     If  they  are  t.  handle  packages 
smaller  than  tho  barrel,  they  will  buy  boxed  apples. 

Grimes  Golden  apples  in  baskets  on  tho  quay  at  Liverpool  present 
a  disheveled  appearance  in  contrast  to  the  merchantable  exhibit  made  by 
the  intact  barrels  and  boxes  in  the  background.  Some  baskets  are  racked, 
some  have  a  middle  hoop  splintered,  some  havo  boon  given  first-aid  •v7ith 
twine,  lids  are  uneven  and  splintered  and,  if  ragged  fringes  of  corrugated 
paper  are  not  sticking  out  between  basket  and  lid,  someone  has  torn  out 
a  piece  in  order  to  get  a  peek  at  tho  fruit. 

Many  basket s  givo  evidence  of  not  having  been  racked  down,  and 
arrive  slack.     There  is  a  general  expression  that  apples  and  pears 
arrive  with  more  bruises  from  jostling  about  in  baskets  than  in  barrels. 
My  observations  are  that  this  would  be  correct.    For  shipping  -early  var- 
ieties of  apples  and  all  varieties  of  pears,  neither  the  barrel  nor 
bushel  basket  are  satisfactory  for  export  trade  as  fruit  is  handled 
under  current  practice.     The  standard  box  packing  of  the  Northwest  is 
first  to  be  recommended,  and  as  second  choice  I  would  suggest  a  package 
similar  to  the  standard  box  of  Massachusetts. 
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